
“Oklahoma’s higher education is where some of the nation’s best education degrees can be found. 

Working with a multitude of organizations, these programs engage the community, and bridge 

classroom education with real-life experience. Another advantage to pursuing a degree at one of 

these Oklahoma colleges is the spectrum of educational concentrations from which students can 

choose. Giving focus to the students’ education allows them to develop a deeper understanding 

within the field. Once the reputation, facilities, and other school features are compared, these 

Oklahoma colleges rise to the top of the rankings.” (Online College Database) 

Did You Know... MACTE is the standard-setting 

and accrediting body of Montessori schools 

and teacher education programs worldwide.  It 

is one of the most crucial components to look 

for when deciding to pursue a valid and reliable 

source for Montessori teacher training.  
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MAPPING OUR GRADUATES AROUND THE WORLD 

Ever since the program was founded in the early 1960s and granted 

full accreditation in the 1970s, OCU’s Montessori teacher education 

program has consistently attracted students throughout the world. 

Graduates have come through the program’s doors and dispersed all 

around the globe.  They can be found spreading the word of 

Montessori in several cities, and making an impact.  Graduates have 

come from states including Texas, Arkansas, Iowa, Colorado, 

Missouri, Arizona, California, New York, and locally within Oklahoma.  

Countries include China, Taiwan, Korea, Ghana, Saudi Arabia, and 

Canada.  Whether hundreds of miles apart or in the next town over, 

our Montessori graduates share their love for children and education 

everywhere. 

OCU RANKS HIGH IN TEACHER EDUCATION 

During the month of December, Oklahoma City University was ranked one of the top post-secondary 

institutions for degrees in education in the state of Oklahoma.  The results were published in a listing 

on The Online College Database known as "Top Colleges in Oklahoma Shaping the Next Generation,” 

which honors colleges within Oklahoma that graduated the most education and teaching 

professionals in 2012.  OCU was in the Top 10.  Congratulations to all! 

 

MACTE ACCREDITATION RENEWED 

Let’s celebrate! OCU’s Montessori Teacher Education program was 

successfully granted a renewal by the Montessori Accreditation Council 

for Teacher Education (MACTE) for the next seven years until 2020.  

 

 

Happy  

New Year! 

 

DR. MARIA MONTESSORI QUOTABLES 

“The teacher, when she begins work in our schools, must have a kind of 

faith that the child will reveal himself through work.”  

The Absorbent Mind 

Development is active. It is the construction of the personality, reached 

by effort and one’s own experiences; it is the long road which every child 

must travel to attain maturity.  Anyone can dominate and repress the 

weak subdued; but no one can cause another to develop.   

Development cannot be taught.”  

The Absorbent Mind 

 

A big thank you goes out to faculty, staff, students and alumni for helping 

to keep the success of the program’s long-held Montessori tradition alive. 

From Left to Right: Entrance to campus on N. Blackwelder, OCU’s letter-shaped natural décor, and Walker Center. 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=RYESgMMWKbC8pM&tbnid=Ir3QG-pj4Ij5TM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.smscs.com/photo/world_map_wallpaper_1440x900.html&ei=7naaUs3uFIv8oAS_1oLgAQ&bvm=bv.57155469,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNF8LBUSAxYmtFORTEGcMBVRfncTfw&ust=1385940789210485


Above: Claire’s son, Jacob Above: Claire (far right) with staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLIDAYS AND NEW YEAR... See what our Montessori students have been working on during the winter season! 
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Above: Children in Pre-K decorated candles to 

bring home and give to their families. 

DECEMBER CREATIVITY 

Photos by Yi Jiang, Intern at Westminster School 

 

RED, GREEN, AND GLITTER 

Photos by Ankie Yip, Intern at Casady School 

 

REACHING NEW HEIGHTS IN AVON, COLORADO 

Alumni Feature: Claire Lange, M.Ed. ’12  

By Ankie Yip 

 

 

On the right: 

Classrooms got 

festive with 

fragranced orange 

pomander, studded 

with cloves. 

On the left: 

On, Comet, on Cupid, 

on Donner and 

Blitzen!  Reindeer 

artwork filled the 

halls and rooms in 

time for the holidays. 

One of my favourite tasks this year is having the opportunity to assist 

guiding Montessori children in an authentic classroom environment, 

especially leading up to the holidays when activities get extra festive!   

On the right: In areas such as 

Practical Life, there was plenty of 

cutting and pasting work available 

for children. I noticed that children 

are spontaneously creative!  I 

observed them putting shapes and 

colours together, randomizing 

their pieces and having fun 

throughout the entire process. 

On the left: It was exciting for 

me to see numerous units of 

work switched out on the 

shelves into a variety of 

holiday-themed activities as 

the month of December 

approached.  Some of the 

work included new transfer 

activities, glitter pouring, 

ornament creations, beading 

and garland-making! 

On the right: I have also seen children naturally 

expressing gratitude towards their teachers 

and peers.  During December, it was a special 

time for getting into the spirit of giving! After 

much hard work peeling and chopping fruits 

such as bananas, apples and clementines, some 

children would place their work on a tray, walk 

around the classroom and offer a piece to 

everyone.  It has been said that, “The human 

hand allows the mind to reveal itself.” In this 

case, the heart as well! 

Claire’s ambition to pursue a Montessori degree grew when her son was born. “It 

made perfect sense to immerse myself in this pedagogy so that my son and I can 

grow and learn together.” A door to a new career path opened after speaking with 

Bee Pape, former director and founder of the program.  “I am honoured to have met 

Bee, and am thankful for her obvious commitment and dedication to Montessori.” 

 
Claire is now a Lead Montessori Guide at Mountain Montessori in Avon, Colorado, where she successfully runs an authentic primary program with 

ages 2.5-6 with the full spectrum of Montessori curriculum.  She will always remember meeting great people, her internship at Westminster School, 

and working with supportive professors. “What I learned at OCU was and is my base. The Montessori program is deep and all encompassing. My 

personal transformation began at OCU and my current employment continues it.” One defining feature of the program is the setup, which models a 

real classroom.  “The first time I saw the shelves with work on them I knew I was hooked.”  Focusing on the needs of children is also a strong aspect 

of Montessori education. “It means individualized curriculum, an emphasis on community, a noticeable peacefulness, and thoughtful, purposeful 

movement and work. The personal growth required to fully embrace and incorporate this pedagogy is unending.” Claire offers a final piece of advice 

to Montessori teachers-in-training: “Keep the magic of children and childhood alive inside of you. There is nothing as amazing as shaping a person!” 
 

 

 



PROGRAM SHAPES SCHOOL FOUNDER’S SUCCESS IN AUSTIN, TX 

Alumni Feature: Khuloud Hussain, M.Ed. ‘06 

By Ankie Yip 

 

Above: Lesson demonstration with a child 

 

Above: Working with a metal inset 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Adults admire their environment; they can remember it and think about it; but the child absorbs it. 

The things he sees are not just remembered; they form a part of his soul.” – Montessori 

 

On the left: Making the trek out of Casady School’s 

Primary Division with food to deliver. 

EARLY CHILDHOOD BOOK Q&A 

Featuring Dr. Laura Wilhelm, Ed.D., Assistant Professor of Education (OCU), Co-Author of “The Neglected Child” (2013) 

 

 

 

                                                                              THE MONTESSORI REVIEW   •   JANUARY 2014     3 

HOMEROOM HIGHLIGHTS 

 

. 

 

On the right: In the school lobby, items were gift-wrapped by 

Casady School’s Green Area children for Infant Crisis Services. 

Khuloud discovered the Montessori method years before attending the 

program. It was during a career in journalism in an interview with a 

person who had earned her Montessori training that had sparked her 

interest. In 2002, she moved to OKC and began her studies at OCU to 

become a Montessori educator.  “The Montessori philosophy matched 

exactly what I believed education should be. The program at OCU gives students a chance to be creative, good team players, and aspire to 

higher standards. It’s like a big family.” It was a life-changing decision that had many positive repercussions. “Two instructors, who influenced 

my outlook on education and especially in Montessori, are Kathy Carey and Harbour Winn. They challenged my critical thinking abilities. Bee 

Pape was also a big inspiration.” Khuloud’s favorite memories from the program are team projects, presentations, observation exercises and 

material making.  Her internship took place in Austin, TX, working with a field supervising teacher who had also attained her Montessori 

training from OCU.  Austin had become a very special place where she decided to stay and establish her own school, Highland Montessori 

School. “The most important thing I’ve learned was how to apply Montessori theory to the actual environment. Learning how to be a team 

player is one of many skills picked up during my internship, and it helped me immensely as a Director/Teacher.”  The school is growing, with 24 

children ages 2-6, and offers a small student-teacher ratio. “We have a supportive community of parents who believe in Montessori, and 

believe in our school’s vision.” Her passion for Montessori and early childhood education continues to run deep. “Montessori education 

produces citizens who are autonomous thinkers, independent learners, and responsible decision-makers. As early childhood educators, we are 

working directly with the future. Today’s children are tomorrow’s adults. When you are in the classroom, think about what you want children 

to learn from the materials, and from the environment. Don’t be afraid to explore new theories and ideas.”  

Montessori Review:  Child neglect is a growing topic of concern in the world of early childhood. What is child neglect?  

Laura Wilhelm: When we think about child abuse and neglect, physical and sexual abuse often come to mind. Child neglect is a 

neglected form of maltreatment both in research and in the informational materials available for teachers and professionals. 

However, neglect occurs more often than abuse alone, and supervisory neglect is the most common form of fatal neglect. 

 

 

 

MR: Very interesting. You had recently co-authored a book on child neglect. What had inspired you to become involved with this publication? 

LW: The authors, Ginger Welch, Heather Johnson, and I, presented information on the teacher’s role in recognizing and responding to child neglect 

at the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) conference in 2012. An editor from Gryphon House approached us and 

asked if we would write a book. We found very few research studies focused on neglect, and even fewer educational materials designed for early 

childhood professionals. We also noticed stories of neglect in the national and local news almost every day, so we knew the work was important. 

 
MR: What are some of the unique features included in this valuable resource that can help raise awareness about child neglect and its prevention?  

LW: It’s a teacher-friendly book designed to help early childhood professionals recognize the signs of neglect, respond effectively and appropriately, 

and advocate for the children in their care.  We include the recognized types of neglect (supervisory, environmental, educational, medical, 

emotional, deprivation of needs) and levels of severity. Some ways teachers can help include strengthening families through helping them make 

social connections, understand child development at various ages, the need for supervision, and helping families access mental health services. 

Each section has a “Quiz Me” feature that can be used for self-assessment or staff development. The appendices include family resources, case 

studies, sample reporting forms, informational parent pages to include in newsletters, and state and national organizations for the prevention of 

neglect.  MR: Thanks, Dr. Wilhelm, for sharing the information with our readers. This book is available through Gryphon House and Amazon. 

 

As Montessori interns continue to assist children who are working hard every day in the classrooms, 

outside of academics children are also shown how to make others’ lives meaningful by making 

valuable contributions.  These experiences are just some highlights during training in the Fall. 

 



 

 

ABOUT THE NEWSLETTER 

This publication serves as a platform for current students and alumni to 

communicate ideas, share experiences and stay in touch with colleagues.  

If you have any questions, comments or feedback, please write to us at 

Montessori@okcu.edu.  

 

CAMPUS & COMMUNITY 
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PROGRAM INFORMATION:  

Charlotte Wood-Wilson, Director  

Montessori Teacher Education Program, OCU 

2501 N. Blackwelder Avenue, Oklahoma City, OK 73106  

P: 405-208-5372 | E: cewoodwilson@okcu.edu 

 

EXPLORE MONTESSORI TEACHER EDUCATION AT OCU! 

A RE-CAP ON FALL CAMPUS PRESENTATIONS 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE: 2014 AMS NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

 

 

Theme: Unity in Diversity 

Date: March 27 – 30, 2014 

Location: Hilton Anatole, Dallas, TX 

Keynote speakers are lined up to share some of the most current 

research concerning cognition, nurture, leadership and peace 

education.  

Anna Marquardt and Charlotte Wood-Wilson will host “Sensorial 

Extensions with Colored Cylinders” on Friday, March 28th (Session 

#1) from 8-9:30 a.m. at the conference. Anna teaches Perceptual 

Development in OCU’s Montessori program, and is a Montessori 

teacher in the Primary Division at Casady School (OKC).  Kathy 

Carey, Editor of Montessori Life and Sensory Motor course 

instructor in the OCU program, will be leading “Write for 

Montessori Life!” on Sunday, March 30th from 8-9:30 a.m. 

Stop by our Montessori program display booth!  We’ll have 

goodies to give away, and lots of information about the program. 

Please visit www.amshq.org. 

 

SPRING SEMESTER 

Spring Seminars take place from Feb. 14-16.  The Materials 

Project Planning Course (II) continues in Spring with Kim Quinn. 

 

 

During the fall semester, Ms. Jane E. 

Thompson led classroom discussions 

about Montessori philosophy and 

OCU’s Master of Education program 

specializing in Early Childhood 

Montessori Education.  

Come out to the Spring Sing competition organized by 

Blue Key on Wednesday, March 5th at 8 p.m. at Petree 

Recital Hall.  This student-led campus event will feature 

several talented members from OCU’s student 

organizations.  Donations of canned goods from this 

event will support the Kramer School of Nursing Food 

Bank initiative.  Visit www.bluekey.org. 

 

Above: Hilton Anatole, Dallas, TX 

MINI VILLAGE DISPLAY 

The lights were shining bright on 

campus in December, including this 

beautiful miniature village display 

located at the Tom & Brenda 

McDaniel University Center. 

 

Ms. Thompson teaches the Language and Reading Development course in 

the program. Visit www.okcu.edu/education/Montessori.   

 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

Presented by the American Montessori Society (AMS) 

Are you ready to gain some new and exciting ideas to use in your 

classroom? Put your thinking caps on and check out these informative 

online seminars.  

“Nurturing Nature Inside and Outside the Early Childhood Classroom” 

Thursday, February 6, 2014, 7 – 8:30 PM (ET) 

“Quests: The Spiritual Preparation of the Teacher”  

Thursday, February 20, 2014 7 – 8:30 PM (ET) 

 For registration info, please visit www.amshq.org/webinars. 

BLUE KEY GENERATES SCHOOL SPIRIT AND CHARITABLE ACTION 
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