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The Solar Eclipse 2017: 

The Celestial Event of the Century 

The Kwakiutl people, who lived 
around Puget Sound in the state of 
Washington, liked to tell stories about 
Mink. Mink was always playing tricks 
on other animals and people. He liked 
to make them look foolish. 

But when Mink had already tricked 
almost everybody, nobody trusted him 
any more. He couldn't play his tricks. 
What could he do? 

He looked up in the SkyLand where 
Sun trudged across, from east to west, 
every day. "That looks like an easy job!" 
he thought. "I can do that. I just have to 
trick Sun into letting me take over." 

So Mink climbed the tallest cedar tree 
and jumped into the SkyLand. He headed 
east to Sun's house, and knocked on the 
door. 

Mrs. Sun answered. "Yes?" 

Mink lied, "I am your husband's cousin. I have come to pay a visit." 

Mrs. Sun looked at Mink's long, thin body and short legs. He didn't look like Sun's family at all. But you 
have to be polite to relatives. "I'm sorry," she said, "my husband is not at home now. He is carrying the sun's 
light across the SkyLand, from east to west." 
Mink rolled his eyes. "I know that," he scowled. "Let me in, and I'll wait for him." 

So she let him in. You have to be polite to relatives. 

That evening, when Sun came home from work, Mrs. Sun met him at the door. "We have a visitor. He 
says he's your cousin but he doesn't look anything like you: long skinny body, little short legs." 

"Ah, that sounds like Mink!" said Sun. "I have watched him playing tricks on all the animals and people on 
Earth, and now he probably wants to trick us. But perhaps we can make him look foolish." 

They had a nice dinner. Afterwards, Mink said, "Listen, Sun, you're getting old but I am young and strong. I 
have come to take over your job, carrying the light across the SkyLand."   (Continued on Page 3) 

Mink 

And 

Sun 

from https://thenorfolkminkproject.org.uk/ 
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“Visipedia, short for “Visual Ency-
clopedia,” is a network of people 

and machines that is designed to 
harvest and organize visual infor-
mation and make it accessible to 
anyone anywhere. Visipedia ma-

chines can learn from experts how to discover and classify animals, 
plants and objects in images. Communities of scientists and interested 

citizens may use Visipedia software to share, annotate and organize 
meaningful content in images. Recent experiments include software 

that can detect and classify trees from satellite and street-level images, 
and an app that can recognize North American birds.” 

Visipedia 

If you wish to learn more about Visipedia, a good place to start is here. 
Visipedia is a joint project between Pietro Perona's Vision Group at 
Caltech and Serge Belongie's Vision Group at Cornell Tech. 

Quiz!! Quiz!! Quiz!! 

Photograph by Greg Lasley.  Specimen 

netted in McCurtain County, Oklahoma, in 

July 2011.  See the answer at the bottom 

of Page.14. 

Jena Donnell, Wildlife Diversity Specialist, 

writes, “Known only to four states (AR, KS, 

MO and OK) [this Odonata] is a habitat 

specialist that favors clear, shallow 

streams.” 

mailto:blandon@okcu.edu
mailto:Environmentor@okcu.edu
mailto:Environmentor@okcu.edu
http://www.okcu.edu/artsci/environmentor
http://www2.okcu.edu/environmentor/
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vision.caltech.edu%2Fregistree%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHjgA_jR1e0ZCRMHa15dtj3ZzduMw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fmerlin.allaboutbirds.org%2Fphoto-id%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGfGNhf4uRVGQOen7FtS-AF7F83iQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sciencedirect.com%2Fscience%2Farticle%2Fpii%2FS0167865515004092&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGQFcYXmzTaOYE3GR2KalHoqb3Dew
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vision.caltech.edu%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF7aczlEr7KIPGgsm7rlXkxs6eI4Q
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fvision.cornell.edu%2Fse3&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHIEYJ2gy4AQUmNqBL_HMoEtmrd2Q
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"You think you can do it? It's a long walk, from east to west." 

"I know that," scowled Mink. "But I can do it. It will be easy for me." 

"Well, I guess you know all you need to know," smiled Sun. "You can try tomorrow." 

 

In the morning, they dressed Mink in heavy, thick robes and a heavy mask. Sun gave him a torch filled 
with pine pitch. "That's enough fuel to keep the light burning all day." 

"I know that," scowled Mink.  

Then Sun handed Mink a tall walking stick. "I don't need a cane!" said Mink, "I'm not an old fellow like 
you!" 

"Don't you think it might be useful?" asked Sun. Obviously Mink didn't know about the River of Stars. 

"Not to me -- I don't need it." 

"Well, take it anyway. It makes you look important." 

Important! That sounded good to Mink. 

 

They lit the torch and sent Mink out to walk across the SkyLand, from east to west. 

At first it was easy. But after a while, the thick robes were hot and the torch was heavy.  
"This job is not as easy as I thought." 

 

Then in the middle of the SkyLand, Mink came to the River of Stars. Maybe you have seen it on a very 
very dark night when there's no moon? Astronomers call it the Milky Way. Its light is so dim that we can't see 
it during the daytime, but it's always there. 

Mink ran up and down the river bank, but there was no bridge. "How am I supposed to get across this?"  
He didn't know that Sun always used the tall walking stick to vault across the river. 

"I'll bet he gave me this heavy stick to weigh me down, so I can't jump over. I don't need that!" He threw 
the stick away.  

He found the narrowest part of the River of Stars, where it flowed fast and deep.  

"I'll just get a running start..."  

He backed up, he ran, he jumped as hard as he could --- 

Ker-plosh! he landed in the River of Stars. 

Fssst --the sun torch went out. Darkness fell in the middle of the day! 

It was the first solar eclipse. 

 

Sun had been expecting this, and had another torch ready. He lit it, and soon sunlight returned to the 
world.  

But the River of Stars tumbled Mink head over heels and finally dumped him back on Earth. He never tried 
to trick Sun again. 

From time to time, however, Sun puts his torch out for a little while -- in the middle of the day - to remind 
us to be polite to relatives.  

But you knew that. 

 

 

 

(Continued with more exciting information on Page 4 ) 

From The Earthteller, 

Fran Stallings 

(Continued from the Cover Page) 
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(Continued from Page 3) 

Folktale sources: 
Franz Boaz found this story among the Kwakiutl people: "Mink and 

Sun" #585 Mythology of the Bella Coola Indians, 1898. 

Emerson N. Matson also heard it from Chief Martin J. Sampson 
(Puget Sound Swinomish): "The Mink and the Sun" pp123-127 in 
Longhouse Legends Thomas Nelson Sons 1968. 

To hear an audio recording of Fran telling this story, plus more 
eclipse lore, visit http://www.lpi.usra.edu/education/explore/eclipse/ 
and see Page.5 for more information. 

 

Fact Tale: 
Our ancient ancestors must have been extremely concerned when they saw the Sun go dim in 

the middle of the day! Something appeared to be taking bites out of it. Would the monster swallow it 
completely? What would life on Earth do without the light and warmth of the Sun? 

Some cultures figured out that the Moon was getting between us and our Sun, casting its shadow 
onto the Earth. A number of sophisticated ancient cultures even kept such careful records that they 
were able to predict when the next eclipse would come.  (See the book review on Page for a book 
exploring this very topic.) 

Meanwhile, folks enjoyed composing myths, legends, and folktales "explaining" what made the 
Sun vanish for a while. Sometimes as in "Mink and Sun" it's an accident. Sometimes a huge dog 
tries to devour the Sun, or a villain steals it. In other stories, the Sun herself becomes so distraught 
over the death of a loved one that she hides herself away. All the stories then tell how human or ani-
mal characters had to work to bring back the Sun. We can't live without it! 

Monday August 21, at around 1pm CDT, we in Oklahoma will experience 80-90% total eclipse of 
the Sun. The Moon's shadow will sweep across the United States from the far northwest (where the 
story of "Mink and Sun" originated) to the southeast states. 

If you want to watch this awesome phenomenon, be prepared to 
protect your eyes. Even when only a slim sliver of the Sun peeks 
around the Moon, it will cause permanent damage if we look at it di-
rectly. But the right kind of viewing filters will allow viewing, and it's 
easy to build a device that projects a safe image we can watch. 

 

 

 

For maps, timelines, animations, science, and lots of activities I suggest 

https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov 
 

https://medium.com/starts-with-a-bang/seven-things-you-must-anticipate-for-the-2017-solar-
eclipse-bd09a08a3c19 

 
 

 

Editorial Note:  These look like sunglasses, but they are special glasses designed spe-

cifically to view the eclipse.  Please don’t rely on your sunglasses to protect your eyes.  

Please see Pages 5 and 6 for even more information.   

visit%20http:/www.lpi.usra.edu/education/explore/eclipse/
https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov
https://medium.com/starts-with-a-bang/seven-things-you-must-anticipate-for-the-2017-solar-eclipse-bd09a08a3c19
https://medium.com/starts-with-a-bang/seven-things-you-must-anticipate-for-the-2017-solar-eclipse-bd09a08a3c19
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The Vanishing Sun  
Eclipse Tales from Around the World  

 
“These multi-cultural eclipse folktales were re-

searched and recorded by professional storytellers 
Cassandra Wye and Fran Stallings at the request of 
the Lunar and Planetary Institute, to engage a vari-
ety of audiences, particularly in preparation for the 
August 21 2017 Total Solar Eclipse.  The storytell-

ers learned these stories from a variety of people 
and obtained their permission to tell these stories, 

sometimes traveling great distances to do so.” 

Lunar and Planetary Institute 

http://www.lpi.usra.edu/education/explore/eclipse/ 

Here are some titles of the stories told by 

our friend Fran Stallings and her friend 

Cassandra Wye.  You will have to go to 

the website below to click on each tale. 

When Jaguars Ate the Moon 

Mink and Sun (Read this tale on the Cover 

of this issue) 

Stealing the Sun 

Heavenly Sweethearts 

Daughter of the Sun 

Amaterasu 

The Buried Moon 

The Sun and Moon at War 

The Tale of Oona Manna Retold 

Fisher Frees the Sun 

Also at the Lunar and Planetary Institute 

http://www.lpi.usra.edu/education/explore/eclipse/ 

Explore Themes 

Here are some clickable webpages with a years-

worth of information for everyone in the family:  

Jupiter’s Family Secrets 

Life on Mars 

Marvel Moon 

Shaping the Planets 

Health in Space 

Mars: Inside and Out! 

Explore!  Ice Worlds! 

Playful Building 

Discover Earth 

To the Moon and Beyond! 

Beyond Earth 

Comets 

“The LPI Education and Public Engage-

ment team collaborates with its partners 

to make current Earth and planetary sci-

ence content available to all audiences. 

We provide a comprehensive portfolio of 

training programs and resources for sci-

ence educators infused with research-

based best practices. We engage di-

verse audiences by providing space sci-

ence experiences at a variety of venues. 

Through our efforts, we strive to foster 

lifelong learning and a commitment to 

science by the public in our local com-

munity, region, and nation.” 

http://www.lpi.usra.edu/education/explore/
http://www.lpi.usra.edu/education/explore/eclipse/
http://www.lpi.usra.edu/education/explore/eclipse/
http://www.lpi.usra.edu/education/explore/solar_system/
http://www.lpi.usra.edu/education/explore/LifeOnMars/
http://www.lpi.usra.edu/education/explore/marvelMoon/
http://www.lpi.usra.edu/education/explore/shaping_the_planets/
http://www.lpi.usra.edu/education/explore/space_health/
http://www.lpi.usra.edu/education/explore/mars/
http://www.lpi.usra.edu/education/explore/ice/
http://www.lpi.usra.edu/education/explore/PlayfulBuilding/
http://www.lpi.usra.edu/education/explore/discoverEarth/
http://www.lpi.usra.edu/education/explore/LRO/
http://www.lpi.usra.edu/education/explore/beyondEarth/
http://www.lpi.usra.edu/education/explore/comets/
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Several libraries and entities in Oklahoma have registered with NASA that they would like 

to partner to host eclipse events: 

Eclipse Live Stream 

2017 Total Solar Eclipse MegaCast: Exclusive path of totality coverage across multiple platforms 

For four hours surrounding the eclipse, NASA will host an Eclipse Megacast providing unique broad-

cast coverage across multiple phenomenon programming, and allow NASA  to interact with the sci-

entists and member of the public  across the country as they watch and study the eclipse. The Mega-

cast will be picked up by NASA TV as well as many other local and national TV stations. In all, hun-

dreds of millions, world wide, will be able to experience and learn about the eclipse through NASA 

programming.  The platforms include:  NASA Edge. NASA TV, USTREAM, You Tube, and Stream 

Enterprise. 

Northwest Library 

Clinton High School 

Public Library of Enid 

and Garfield County 

Coweta Public Library 

Lawton Public Library 

Metropolitan Library System 

Several libraries and entities in Oklahoma have registered with NASA that they would like 

to partner to host eclipse events: http://www.starnetlibraries.org/2017eclipse-old/library-

registrations-2017-eclipse/ 

Follow the eclipse on this 

interactive map:  https://

eclipse2017.nasa.gov/sites/

default/files/

interactive_map/

index.html# 

Goto “Eclipse 101” for all of 

your info needs:  Safety, 

Who?, What?, Where?, 

When?, How?, History, 

Glossary, and FAQ:  

https://

eclipse2017.nasa.gov/

eclipse-101  

http://www.starnetlibraries.org/2017eclipse-old/library-registrations-2017-eclipse/
http://www.starnetlibraries.org/2017eclipse-old/library-registrations-2017-eclipse/
https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/sites/default/files/interactive_map/index.html
https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/sites/default/files/interactive_map/index.html
https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/sites/default/files/interactive_map/index.html
https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/sites/default/files/interactive_map/index.html
https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/sites/default/files/interactive_map/index.html
https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/eclipse-101
https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/eclipse-101
https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/eclipse-101
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“Nearly 15,000 Oklahomans voted 
for their favorite of eight bison-
themed license plate designs in an 
online contest in September [2016]. 
With 3,405 votes, the “Pioneers of 
the Prairie” design by Chris Miller at 
Cubic Creative in Tulsa was the win-
ning design selected by the public 
for a new Oklahoma specialty li-
cense plate benefiting The Nature 
Conservancy of Oklahoma.”  

“Oklahoma's scorching summer tem-

peratures may cause many wildlife 

to retreat, but species like the Texas 

horned lizard enjoy soaking in the 

sun's rays. ‘Summer is the best sea-

son to watch for reptiles like Texas 

horned lizards; they often bask in 

open, highly visible, areas to warm 

their body temperature," said Jena 

Donnell, information specialist for 

the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife 

Conservation's Wildlife Diversity Pro-

gram. "And these lizards, also known as horned toads, are one of our state's most popular reptiles.’" 

Two FAQ’s:  “Is the $38 fee a one-time or annual fee? 
Just like all plates, you have to renew them annually. The initial fee for the bison license plate is $38 and the 
annual renewal fee is $36.50. A portion of the fee ($20) will benefit The Nature Conservancy's conservation 
efforts in Oklahoma. No matter how long you sport the plate, your support is greatly appreciated!”   

“How will The Nature Conservancy use the funding generated from the sales of this plate? 
This is by far our favorite question! Thank you for asking. The funds will directly benefit the conservation of 
Oklahoma’s magnificent landscapes and unique biodiversity. We will receive the funds generated from the 
bison license plates sales annually around December/January. At that time, we will select one of our conser-
vation projects here in Oklahoma to receive the funds. How will you know what those projects are year to 
year? You guessed it, hop online and visitnature.org/okbison. Or better yet, let’s get social – follow us 
at: facebook.com/nature.ok ortwitter.com/nature_ok.” 

To order your license plate and to read more FAQ’s click on the URL below: 

https://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/unitedstates/

oklahoma/howwework/bison-themed-license-plate.xml 

"‘One of the easiest ways to let others know that you love Texas horned lizards is by adding a lizard 
license plate to your car,’ Donnell said. ‘This design is just one of nine wildlife plates available from 
the Wildlife Department.’ More than half of the $38 fee ($36.50 for renewals) goes directly to the 
Wildlife Diversity Program and is used in nongame conservation efforts.”  

"‘Ants and other small insects are vital to supporting Texas horned lizards,’ Donnell said. ‘You can help liz-
ards and other wildlife by thinking about their next meal before you apply pesticide or change their habitat.’"  

To order your license plate and for more information on the Texas Horned Lizard, click on the URL below: 

https://www.wildlifedepartment.com/outdoor-news/lizard-license-plate-helps-horned-toads 

http://nature.org/okbison
http://facebook.com/nature.ok
http://twitter.com/nature_ok
https://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/unitedstates/oklahoma/howwework/bison-themed-license-plate.xml
https://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/unitedstates/oklahoma/howwework/bison-themed-license-plate.xml
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=m54x879ab.0.0.fs8uhacab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ok.gov%2Ftax%2Fdocuments%2F710-H.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=m54x879ab.0.0.fs8uhacab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ok.gov%2Ftax%2Fdocuments%2F710-H.pdf
https://www.wildlifedepartment.com/outdoor-news/lizard-license-plate-helps-horned-toads


8 

 

First-ever statewide fish inventory a massive undertaking 
for Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation 

Story by Kelly Bostian /// Photos by Jessie Wardarski /// Tulsa World  Jul 21, 2017  

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/local/first-ever-statewide-fish-inventory-a-massive-undertaking-for-

oklahoma/article_d992cd7e-f132-5e1d-908c-b0841eb28c21.html 

“ … the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation Streams Program embarks on a huge first for the 

agency: a 10-year rotation to continuously inventory this state’s fishes, from one end of the state to the other.” 

“The end result will be a baseline inventory of species that can be monitored for short- or long-term changes.  

[Streams Supervisor Jim] Burroughs said that information may point to the spread of invasive species or de-

clines of native species, factors that indicate what should be studied, or what variables may be good or bad for 

the environment or for anglers.” 

To read the article, check out the video, and see the photographs, click on the URL below. 

The 2017 Wildlife Expo is September 23rd and 24th 

Headed West this Fall! 

Presented by the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation and a coalition of conservation 

organizations, agencies and sponsors, Expo celebrates our great state's natural 
diversity and opportunities for the sporting enthusiasts and newcomers. 
From camping and outdoor skills to shooting sports, fishing 
and bird watching,  Expo visitors have an 
opportunity to try their hands at two days 
of fun in the outdoors. 

Hours of Operation:   Lazy E Arena 
Saturday 9am-6pm, Sunday 9am-5pm 

biosurvey.ou.edu/bioblitz-oklahoma/bioblitz2017/ 

Start making plans for BioBlitz! Oklahoma 2017, October 6-8!  We are bound for the tip 

of the panhandle – Black Mesa State Park and Nature Preserve! This will be an ex-

ceptional BioBlitz! Oklahoma – our westernmost event, including the state’s highest point (4,972.97 

feet), and our first inventory in the shortgrass prairie! 

 42 hours of biodiversity! Inventory will run from Friday 4:00 p.m. to Sunday 10:00 a.m. 
 Inventory area will cover both the state park and nature preserve. 
    The Nature Preserve is a 30 minute drive from BioBlitz! Base Camp. 
 Hoodies (instead of t-shirts) with the Pronghorn logo will be sold separately  
    and you can purchase one even if you don’t attend the event. 

Click on the URL below for more information and to register. 

Bioblitz! Oklahoma 
2017 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/local/first-ever-statewide-fish-inventory-a-massive-undertaking-for-oklahoma/article_d992cd7e-f132-5e1d-908c-b0841eb28c21.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/local/first-ever-statewide-fish-inventory-a-massive-undertaking-for-oklahoma/article_d992cd7e-f132-5e1d-908c-b0841eb28c21.html
http://www.wildlifedepartment.com/
biosurvey.ou.edu/bioblitz-oklahoma/bioblitz2017/
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“Do you know a Recycling Rock Star? 
Nominate them by filling out the America Recy-
cles Day 2017 Nomination Form, save it, and 
email it to met@metrecycle.com and they may 
recognized at this year’s America Recycles Day 
Banquet!”  

Thursday,  

March 29, 2018 

http://www.oklaenvirothon.org/ 

High Schools!!  High Schoolers!! 

Assemble Your Teams Now!! 

Build your expertise in Aquatics, Forestry, Soils, 

Wildlife, and Western Rangeland Management  

September 9 WILD about READING! 

September 16 Project WILD 

October 28 Growing Up WILD 

All at UCO’s Outdoor Adventure Recreation 

Center from 9 am to 3 pm and at a cost $20. 

7100 East 2nd Street, Edmond, OK 

Turn south at Midwest Boulevard and drive all the 

way to end of the road near the shore of Lake Arcadia. 

Email Lisa Anderson to register at 

 okprojectwild@fullnet.net. 

From The Humble Gardener: 

http://metrecycle.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/ARDNominationForm17.pdf
http://metrecycle.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/ARDNominationForm17.pdf
mailto:met@metrecycle.com
http://www.oklaenvirothon.org/
okprojectwild@fullnet.net
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NATIONAL PUBLIC 
LANDS DAY 

CELEBRATE SOMETHING WE ALL SHARE: OUR PUBLIC LANDS 

“Now it’s your turn to give back!”  September 30th, 2017 

“NEEF National Public Lands Day (NPLD), sponsored by Toyota Motor North America, is the nation's largest, 
single-day volunteer effort for public lands. Through NPLD, NEEF works to connect people to public lands in 
their community [which includes neighborhood parks], inspire environmental stewardship, and encourage use 
of public lands for education, recreation, and general health. 

Bring your family, friends, students, or coworkers to spend the day outdoors giving back to your community by 
pulling invasive species, maintaining trails, picking up trash, and more. Your work will help ensure our public 
lands continue to be beautiful places for all to enjoy!” 

NPLD is a fee-free day for all federal public lands and many state parks. 

Follow NEEF on Twitter(link is external) (link is external)and Facebook(link is external) for the latest updates 
and engage with the community through the hashtag #NPLD. 

Register your event, check on an event in your area, 
get more information about what you can do! 

Click on the website below: 
https://www.neefusa.org/public-lands-day 

Badlands National Park 
Bandelier National Monument 
Blue Ridge Parkway 
Crater Lake National Park 
Cuyahoga Valley National Park 
Death Valley National Park 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park 
Hot Springs National Park 
Kings Canyon National Park 
Mammoth Cave National Park 
Mount Rainier National Park 
Mount Rushmore National Memorial 
Worth Protecting 100th Anniversary 
59 National Parks Typography Postcard 

The Series B National Park Postcard Collection is based on the 20 posters that 
were created in 2016 and 2017 as part of the National Park Poster Project. 

http://www.national-park-posters.com/

product/2017-postcard-collection/ 

Series A is still available. 

And 

These! 

https://twitter.com/NEEFusa
https://facebook.com/NEEFusa
https://www.neefusa.org/public-lands-day
http://www.national-park-posters.com/product/2017-postcard-collection/
http://www.national-park-posters.com/product/2017-postcard-collection/
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http://www.lep-net.org/?page_id=25 

“LepNet will collaborate with the Visipedia (more information on Page 2 in “Not and Endorsement, 
but …”) team to: 1) provide images to assemble a taxonomically comprehensive LepSnap reference 
image library; 2) solicit support from taxonomic experts to help train computer vision algo-
rithms; 3) provide data-driven ecological filters, including geographic boundaries and flight time 
dates to narrow choices (e.g., DiscoverLife ID guides) [65]; and 4) build a web interface and phone 
apps (for both Android and iPhone) for submitting images of collection specimen to Visipedia and 
have the LepSnap-provided identification results directly integrated with the TCN portal. To interact 
with this novel, automated identification service, LepNet participants will have the ability to upload 
images to LepNet through either an app (handheld resolution images) or the web (high-resolution 
images) identification interface. “  

This project was made possible by a National Science Foundation Award.  Below you will find 

an excerpt from a much longer article about LepSnap.  Click on the URL for the full article.   

Answer to Quiz!  Quiz!  Quiz!: Ozark Emerald Dragonfly 

http://www.lep-net.org/?page_id=25
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eBird Illustrated Checklists are here! 

14 July 2017  

from Cornell Lab of Ornithology: 

“You can now view a digital bird guide for any hotspot or re-
gion in the world: an Illustrated Checklist. The best part? It’s 
all using sightings that you contributed! We take the highest-
rated photo and sound from the Macaulay Library, combine 
with eBird data to show seasonal occurrence, and include 
the last date when a species was seen in that place. The re-
sult: a quick overview for the region that gives the most rele-
vant information. Want your photo to be the best image for 
that region? Add them to your eBird checklists! To check out 
Illustrated Checklists, search for any region or search for any 
hotspot. At the top of the species list you’ll see a new tab titled ‘Illustrated Checklist’”  As a sample, 
click on the URL below and then the “Illustrated Checklist” tab for Lake Hefner, the top Hot Spot; 
check out the Wilson’s Snipe near the bottom of the list.  

https://ebird.org/ebird/hotspot/L303677/media?yr=all&m= 

photo of the Wilson’s Snipe 

from the Spring Creek Coalition in Tulsa, 

http://www.springcreekok.org/birds/birds.htm 

How to Go From Watching Birds 

 to Drawing Them 

If you want to get started right away, here is the list of accessories from Bryony Angell, the 

 author: 

 A cross-body bag to carry supplies 

 A folding travel stool or gardener’s knee pads 

 A hat to block the sun, which allows for better judgment of colors and shading values 

 A travel watercolor set and brushes, if you want to go beyond line drawings  

 Rubber boots for walking through high grass or muddy terrain 

 Water and tons of good snacks 

To read the entire article click on the URL below: 

http://www.audubon.org/news/how-go-watching-birds-drawing-them 

As summer draws to a close, you might want to begin 

a hobby that you can follow through the autumn and 

winter.  Some topics covered are:  “Consider Your 

Timing,” “Find a Great Sketching Spot,” “Choose 

Your Accessories,” “Do Your Research,” “Go Solo or 

Social,” “Put Pencil to Paper,” and the all-important 

“Don’t Strive for Perfection.” 

“For [Alex] Warnick [a scientific 
illustrator], sketching doesn’t just 

make you a better artist; it also 
makes you a better observer of the 

natural world. “ 

For more 

support 

find this 

book by 

Clare 

Walker 

Leslie 

http://ebird.org/ebird/places
http://ebird.org/ebird/hotspots
http://ebird.org/ebird/hotspots
https://ebird.org/ebird/hotspot/L303677/media?yr=all&m=
http://www.audubon.org/news/how-go-watching-birds-drawing-them
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Friday, June 16, 2017 
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Green Words for All Ages 

Review by Sarah Markham 

March 30, 2033 

May 11, 2097 

August 23, 2044 

September 14, 2099 

April 8, 2024 

September 23, 2090 

May 1, 2079 

May 11, 2078 

March 30, 2052 

August 21, 2017 

August 1, 2008 

August 12, 2045 

September 23, 2071 

The cover of The Mask of the Sun by John Dvorak is as dark as the 

Earth once the total eclipse will have been accomplished on August 

21st, 2017.  As with this issue of The EnvironMentor Newsletter, 

some chapters begin with the folktales of eclipse and segue into the 

science as we know it today.  A narrative of the use of air ships/

dirigibles to conduct scientific observations during the 1920’s will 

inform you of the state of science at that time.  You might be sur-

prised by the sophistication many decades, and many centuries, pri-

or to space travel.  This is almost a history of citizen science and 

international relations as eclipse information has to be collected in a 

timely manner.  Along with many specifics of, not only solar, but also 

lunar eclipses,  Dvorak explains the difference between a “false” co-

rona and a “true” corona and what causes a copper-colored moon 

both complete with color pictures.  At the end of the book there is a 

map of future eclipses similar to the one below.  See the eclipse 

then read this book; it will make so much more sense. 
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10301 South Sunnylane Road 

405-814-0006 

http://

www.museumofosteology.org/ 

Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Saturday 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Sunday 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.  

On February 23, 2013 The EnvironMentor 

dipped a toe into social media.  We made 

this decision because, at this time, there 

are two to three months between issues of 

the Newsletter.  During this past gap an im-

portant event had an application deadline of 

April 1st so an announcement went out 

from Facebook.  We won’t bother you with 

anything trivial, so … 

“Like” The Environmentor on 

Facebook!!  

QUIKList Oklahoma 
 

Leopold Education Project 

http://www.aldoleopold.org/Programs/
lep.shtml 

Type in Oklahoma 
 

Oklahoma Blue Thumb 

http://bluethumbok.com/  
 

Oklahoma Blue Thumb Association 

ok.bluethumb.association@gmail.com 
 

Oklahoma Envirothon 

http://www.oklaenvirothon.org/ 

 

Oklahoma Green Schools 

http://www.okgreenschools.org/  
 

Oklahoma Master Naturalists 

http://okmasternaturalist.org/ 
 

Oklahoma Native Plant Society 

http://oknativeplants.org/ 

  

Oklahoma Recycling Association (OKRA) 

http://www.recycleok.org/okra/  

As with all hyperlinks in The EnvironMentor 

Newsletter, these are clickable. 

 

Do you know an environmental group in Okla-

homa that should be listed.  Send that infor-

mation to:  

environmentor@okcu.edu 

Project Learning Tree (PLT) 

http://www.plt.org/  

http://www.forestry.ok.gov/project-learning-tree  
 

Project WET 

 (Water Education for Teachers) 

http://www.bluethumbok.com/project-wet.html 

  
 

Project WILD 

http://www.projectwild.org/  

http://www.museumofosteology.org/
http://www.museumofosteology.org/
http://www.aldoleopold.org/Programs/lep.shtml
http://www.aldoleopold.org/Programs/lep.shtml
http://bluethumbok.com/
mailto:ok.bluethumb.associaton@gmail.com
http://www.oklaenvirothon.org/
http://www.okgreenschools.org/
http://okmasternaturalist.org/
http://oknativeplants.org/
http://www.recycleok.org/okra/
mailto:environmentor@okcu.edu
http://www.plt.org/
http://www.forestry.ok.gov/project-learning-tree
http://www.bluethumbok.com/project-wet.html
http://www.projectwild.org/
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To go directly to The Calendar click on: 

http://www.okcu.edu/environmentor 

Most people who remember The EnvironMentor Newsletter know that the pages at the end of the issue 

were reserved for The Calendar.  Being online has some great advantages.  When you downloaded your 

copy of the newsletter you may have noticed the box on the right side of the webpage.  This is a conven-

ient listing of the next events from The Calendar.  This will always be up-to-date because it happens au-

tomatically.  For more information on the event just click on it and a window will open up with all the de-

tails.  If you wish, you can access the rest of the calendar from the there. 

To have your event posted to The Calendar, copy and paste the following list into an email, fill 

in as much information as you wish, and send it to:  Environmentor@okcu.edu 

 

Title of your event: 

Start Date and Time 

End Date and Time 

Location 

Location Address 

Contact Name 

Contact Phone 

Contact Email 

Details in Narrative Form 

Location Link 

Event Link 

Map Link 

 

Please note:  We are not able to publish for-profit information. 

http://www.okcu.edu/environmentor
mailto:environmentor@okcu.edu

