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Here’s to 

the beginning of 

the next 50 years! 

Tulsa Earth Day Celebration (Virtual) 
April 1, 2021—April 22, 2021 

Contact 918-284-0728 and 918-592-3382 
At the Tulsa Earth Day Celebration, artists, mu-
sicians and environmentalists all come together. 
Tune in virtually throughout April to experience 
a month's worth of Earth Day-themed wonders, 
from art shows and live music to educational 
videos and nationally-prominent environmen-
tal speakers. All ages are invited to learn more 
about how to reduce, reuse and recycle during 
the Tulsa Earth Day Celebration festivities.  

Part of the Great Global Cleanup 
Public or private: public 
Maximum attendance: 300 
 
Event start time, date, and location:  

4/21/2021, 4:30  
   Nichols Park   

12140 New Lake Road, Henryetta, Ok, 74437 
 
About: Join us at the Caretaker’s house to gather sup-
plies and set out plans. After we are done cleaning up 
we will provide hot dogs and cold beverages!   

 

Earth Day Live 
Click here each day for that day’s events. 

April 20, 2021 
 

“Earth Day 2021 begins with a global youth climate 
summit … The global youth summit will consist of 
panels, speeches, discussions, and special mes-
sages with today’s youth climate activists including 
Greta Thunberg, Alexandria Villaseñor, and Licypri-
ya Kangujam. … In the evening on April 20, the Hip 
Hop Caucus and its partners will present the “We 
Shall Breathe” virtual summit.” 
 

April 21, 2021 
 

Education International will lead the “Teach for 
the Planet: Global Education Summit.” 
The multilingual virtual summit will span several 
time zones and feature prominent activists from 
every continent, 
 

April 22, 2021 
 

The global show begins at 12 PM Eastern Time. 
Workshops, panel discussions, and special perfor-
mances will focus on Restore Our Earth™ 
More topics will include: 

• Climate and environmental literacy 

• Climate restoration technologies 

• Reforestation efforts 

• Regenerative agriculture 

• Equity and environmental justice 

• Citizen science 

• Cleanups, and more. 

For a downloadable hi-res version 

of this infographic, click here.  For 

a text list of events, click here. F
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https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2021/
https://npgallery.nps.gov/GetAsset/ecf7cb61-a145-406f-abcd-5bcbde8d9b9a/original.png?
https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/30-days-of-connected-conservation.htm
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An environmental education newsletter for 
the citizens of Oklahoma sponsored by the 
Department of Biology at Oklahoma City 
University.  Items appearing in this newslet-
ter do not necessarily reflect the opinions or 
endorsement of the sponsoring organization. 
 
Editor: Beth Landon 
 blandon@okcu.edu 

Please send any submissions to  
The EnvironMentor Newsletter 
or The Calendar to: 
Environmentor@okcu.edu 
 
Published bimonthly each year. 
The next deadline is May 20, 2021. 
 
If you wish to receive an email 
announcing when a new issue 
has been uploaded, please send 
an email to Environmentor@okcu.edu. 

Download your EnvironMentor Newsletter in 
pdf form from: 
http://www.okcu.edu/environmentor 

Visit The EnvironMentor Calendar at 
http://www.okcu.edu/environmentor/ 
Regularly updated as information becomes 
available. 
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Quiz!! Quiz!! Quiz!! 
Spring BioBlitz! Oklahoma is going on right 

now.  This individual was one of the first 

counted in Kenton, Oklahoma.  Do you 

know the common name of this insect? 

For the answer to the Quiz! and  more 

information on this critter, see Page . 

A total lunar eclipse will take place 
26 May 2021. It will be the 
first total lunar eclipse 
since the January 2019 lunar eclipse.  

mailto:blandon@okcu.edu
mailto:Environmentor@okcu.edu
mailto:Environmentor@okcu.edu
http://www.okcu.edu/artsci/environmentor
https://www.okcu.edu/artsci/enrichment/environmentor
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The Payne County Audubon Society is hosting the 1st Annual Birdlam on April 17th! Birdlam is a 
friendly competition between Payne County and Cleveland County and everyone is welcome to 
participate. The cost is $25, and you get a t-shirt, and are eligible to win prizes including most bird 
species seen and most sightings of a Snowy Egret (our target species this year), among others. 
The money raised from this event goes to support Payne County Audubon Society costs and our 
yearly study grants. 

Start Date and Time: From 12:01 A.M. April 17th  

End Date and Time: until 11:59 P.M. April 17th 

For more information on how to participate email:  
paynecountyaudubonsociety@gmail.com 

 

Event Link:  https://forms.gle/gnfRFbvkvyG5Q15T9 

Location: 
Payne County & Cleveland 
County 

Event by NightLife at the California Academy of Sciences 
   and California Academy of Sciences 
 

FREE — Online Event — Public on Facebook 
No Registration Needed — Watch on YouTube: bit.ly/399A53k 
 

Thursday, April 15, 2021 at 9PM CDT-10:30 PM CDT 
 

All NightLife virtual programming is intended for audiences 21+. 
 

Science has always relied on the skilled work of illustrators to help 
people better explain the world around them. Learn about the history 
of scientific illustration from the 1500s to today, and how visual artists 
have helped further our understanding of unseeable phenomena, microscopic organisms, and ecosystems we can’t trav-
el to ourselves. 
 

• How do scientific illustrators go about representing things that can’t be directly observed? 
 

• Dinosaurs lived millions of years ago, but paleoart—the practice of depicting prehistoric animals as they looked in 
life—is surprisingly new. Zoë Lescaze, the author of "Paleoart: Visions of the Prehistoric Past," delves into the early 
years of the genre. 

 

• Images have been central to science for hundreds of years. Daniela Bleichmar, Professor of Art History at University 
of Southern California, shows off highlights from the amazing history of scientific illustration from the 1500s through 
the 1700s, including work by non-Western, indigenous, and women artists and naturalists. 

 

• … More and more [researchers] are hiring scientific illustrators to create graphics to illustrate their innovative stud-
ies. Misaki Ouchida, an in-house science illustrator at one of Japan’s leading stem cell research institutes, talks 
about her experience and work, and discusses why the demand is growing for science art and illustration. 

 

Please consider a donation to https://bit.ly/cas-relief —we're grateful for contributions of any size. Thank you!  

mailto:paynecountyaudubonsociety@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/gnfRFbvkvyG5Q15T9
https://www.facebook.com/casnightlife/
https://www.facebook.com/calacademy/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F399A53k%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2raGbIxxhPbe81pa4zuj8J1zgXAZubDWXBj49oE2Qp0fz9fgPD8nhjr0Y&h=AT0Y1rPwcPsgzztMfPdq_1b2h-jt1gnFx_5RLrbktilzw68eJCBvkA8fEucb7VoGYfsW3v5T5ss1I1WJggcAVZ3G53QG31bhfQ22jMntjumWno7BWjMT91zYqR
https://bit.ly/cas-relief?fbclid=IwAR3JGOlMSEvsp2VtqsukrgusB_L2gwTD2nlve0yyD4KfIRyQgTTd7PfKae8


4 

 



5 

 



6 

 

In partnership with the 

Southeast Oklahoma Library System 

and the 

Emerging Technologies and 
Creativity Research Lab 

, we are so excited to announce our 2021 Virtual 

Citizen Science Expo in the month of April. Join 

us in celebrating Citizen Science Month and shar-

ing many opportunities for backyard science with 

kids, families and youth educators. 

Become a citizen scientist in training 

The Backyard Explorer program teaches kids and 
families about nature inquiry using fun videos and 
citizen science logbook challenges to get kids 
outside making observations about leaves, 
weather, and insects. Look out for these videos 
every Monday! 

Meet real scientists in a virtual world 

Join us on Fridays interact with real scientists and 
learn how to volunteer to help scientists solve real
-world problems.  

Spottyrain.org/citsciexpo  

Call for Abstracts: 

The Oklahoma Clean Lakes 
 and Watersheds Association 
will be hosting their student poster competi-

tion.  A registration link will be sent out soon, 

but it is free to both students and attendees. 

This is a great opportunity for students to 

share their work with water resource profes-

sionals across Oklahoma. So please consid-

er participating in this competition by submit-

ting an abstract of your poster related to wa-

ter research!  

To compete: Email 

abu.mansaray@okstate.edu for the partici-

pant form and submit this plus your abstract 

to Abu by April 30, 2021. Abstracts must be 

200 words or less, single-spaced, formatted 

in Calibri 11-point font, and must include a 

title in all caps followed by author(s), and af-

filiation.  

17th Annual Dale Toetz Student Poster Competition 
virtually May 19-21, 2021!  

For more information, visit the link below, or email 
Abu at the email listed to the right! 

http://ow.ly/uG6B50EiYnN 

https://www.facebook.com/southeastoklahomalibrarysystem/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2FSpottyrain.org%2Fcitsciexpo%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2ywTzHsMU3ZlEjrIE1eNPSoTAfMj0eFpC6UpSTXv20WwWy9ghpB74KmBU&h=AT2biYAKMGT_kevX7x14TD-YR5DTZexnesnUmNIMglYeRupLMsu2sJlZ62si0pHU1GmK4lyzNtKlc5CR7_LxKGjBohvzax1VEL3ARzH--v6WQ7en
http://ow.ly/uG6B50EiYnN?fbclid=IwAR2S5-1v3cI-wgWqZ9PlG-A45ejUBqCQYRqTNPP8vtigXu6vxjXHg62LV9s
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First 

Hikes 

Your observations help us better understand global bird 

populations through products like these animated abun-

dance maps brought to you by eBird Science.  

Participating is easy—you can even be part of Global 
Big Day from home. If you can spare 5 or 10 minutes, 
report your bird observations to eBird online or with 

our free eBird Mobile app. If you have more time, sub-
mit checklists of birds throughout the day. . 

Read the article for 

more information, 

click here. 

Farmers Market Locations | Shape Your Future | Oklahoma TSET  

Atoka Farmers Market - 258 North Highway 69. Atoka, OK 

Hugo Farmers Market - 1509 East Kirk, Hugo, OK 

Seminole Farmers Market - 910 West Wrangler Blvd., Seminole, OK 

Coweta Farmers Market - 407 North Broadway Street, Coweta, OK 

Tourist Center Market - 300 Dewey, Wagoner, OK 

Cushing Main Street - 1148 East Main, Cushing, OK 

Mayes County Farmers Market in Pryor - Whitaker Park, Pryor, OK 

Ardmore Market Place on Broadway - 106 East Broadway   
     Street, Ardmore, OK 

Talihina Farmers Market - 400 2nd Street, Talihina, OK 

Old Town Poteau Farmers Market - 220 Dewey Avenue, Poteau, OK 

Canadian River Farmers Market - 7050 Slaughterville Road,  
       Lexington, OK 

Editor’s Note:  There is a 

“Locator” on this website; how-

ever, the EnvironMentor was 

having trouble getting it to work.  

You may have a better experi-

ence.  Regardless of whether or 

not the “Locator” works, visiting 

the website can be valuable as 

there are over 80 clickable list-

ings on this website.  We have 

only chosen a handful to high-

light, but this is only one page 

on the “Shape Your Future: A 

Program of TSET” website.  

There are others with recipes, 

healthy tips, and videos.  

https://ebird.org/science/status-and-trends
https://ebird.org/science/status-and-trends
https://ebird.org/about/ebird-mobile/
https://ebird.org/news/global-big-day-8-may-2021
https://shapeyourfutureok.com/eat-better/farmers-market/farmers-market-locations/#filter=*
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The other two missions can be accessed here and are: 

Mission 1 -- Wayward Water!  Explore the Hydrosphere 

Mission 2 -- River Rendezvous!  How Water Shapes the Land 

You can sign up for FREE!   

Month long spring celebration of Oklahoma’s BioDiversity!  
For all details go to the website: 

https: //biosurvey.ou.edu/bioblitzok/ 
To see BioBlitz! results at iNaturalist, click below: 

Spring BioBlitz! OK 2021 · iNaturalist  

Spring BioBlitz! OK 2021 

April 1, 2021 — April 30, 2021 
Answer to Quiz! Quiz! Quiz! 

The Oblique-Lined Tiger Beetle 
(Cicindela tranquebarica kirbyi) 
Kingdom-Animalia  Genus 
Phylum-Mandibulata   and 
Class-Insecta  Species 
Family-Cicindelidae      (See above) 

https://www.everyday-earth.com/courses/
https://www.everyday-earth.com/sign-up
https://biosurvey.ou.edu/bioblitzok/
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/spring-bioblitz-ok-2021
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Important Dates 
 

May 14, 2021 
Abstract submission deadline. 
 

September 3, 2021 
Presenter registration deadline. 
 

September 24, 2021 
Early bird registration deadline. 
 

October 22, 2021 
Hotel room block closes 
 

November 5, 2021 
Regular registration 

Prospective Program 
“There will be technical workshops all day Monday, November 15. 
Beginning Tuesday, November 16, three days of presentations will 
be organized into themed tracks and sessions. We encourage oral 
and poster presentations on any aspect of lake and reservoir man-
agement, but especially invite valuable insights on the following:” 

“If you are interested in developing 
a special session on another topic, 

please contact the program committee chairs no later than May 14, 
2021. Sessions should consist of at least 4 presentations, or 3 
presentations and a panel discussion.” 

• Harmful Algal Blooms 

• Invasive Species 

• Nutrients & Internal Loading 
Dynamics 

• Bioindicators in Reservoirs 

• Water Quality Standards 

• Wetlands 

• Climate Change Impacts 

• Western State Water Issues 

• Watershed Planning 

• Lake Management & Restoration 

• Water Planning 

• Drinking Water 

• Water Reuse 

• Measuring the Value of Water 

• Drilling Impacts to Water Quality 

“We are planning the 2021 symposium as our first chance to get back to face-to-face meetings. However, we under-

stand that not everyone will be able to attend in person, and so will also be coordinating limited live virtual opportunities 

during the conference as well as asynchronous programming. Abstract submitters will be asked as to their intended par-

ticipation and given the choice of “in-person” or “virtual only.” All presenters will be encouraged to submit their presenta-

tion pre- or post-conference for online asynchronous viewing.”  



10 

 

 This program and new book, 

Juniper’s Butterfly Garden, 

(published by Southwestern 

Stationery, Oklahoma City) 

helps encourage kids to read 

with an inspiring story of a 

child’s journey as she learns 

about monarch butterflies. 

“[OG&E is] proud to partner 

with Oklahoma City Zoo 

and Botanical Garden and 

its statewide literacy pro-

gram, Read for Adventure.  

Learn more about monarch butterfly conservation 

by checking out Juniper’s Butterfly Garden from a 

participating library (most libraries across Oklaho-

ma are participating and have stocked up with 

many copies; there is a list on the OKC ZOO web-

site or check with your local library).  You’ll then 

receive one voucher redeemable for FREE admis-

sion to the OKC Zoo for up to four people.  Vouch-

ers are redeemable through June 30, 2021.” 

Join Oklahoma Science Teaching Association for 
our new and improved networking event. Come 
ask your burning questions, bounce ideas off your 
peers, and meet teachers from across Oklahoma. 
 

This is a time to join together and talk during a 
time when teachers have never felt more isolated. 
 

       This event is FREE, but registration is 
       required. Register today at oksta.org/events 
 

       Have a topic in mind for discussion? Email us 
       at oklahomasta@gmail.com.  
 

Our next one is May 6th from 4:30 to 5:30pm. 
 

Join us for good conversation, science-themed 
cocktails/mocktails, and even a SWAG giveaway! 

Biodiversity 

Toolkits 

Editor’s Note:  You will be asked for your 

email address and your name to download. 

Full Biodiversity Toolkit 
 

Educator’s Resource Guide — basic biodiver-
sity facts, why biodiversity and nature matter, what 
threats our planet's biodiversity is facing, what WWF is 
doing to help, and what kids can do to help. 
 

Biodiversity Mosaic: Visual Arts Activity  
Students will create an artwork piece that reflects their 
interpretation of biodiversity.   
 

The Connections Between Us: 
Role-Playing Activity 

To understand the interdependence of living things, 
students will participate in a role-playing activity. 
 

This Just In: 
Research and Journalism Activity 

Students will deliver a news report to inform their 
peers of the current state of our planet's biodiversity,  
 

The Future of Species: 
Statistics and Probability Activity 

Using data around threatened or endangered species, 
students will create a graph and draw inferences on 
the probability of these species' survival   
 

Biodiversity Audit: 
Mapping and Surveying Activity 

Students will perform a biodiversity audit of their local 
grounds.  
 

Biomimicry Design Challenge: 
Engineering and Technology Activity 

[S]tudents will then use their creativity to develop an 
idea for a product that is healthier for the planet   
 

Living Planet Report 2020: Youth Edition 

Click here to download. 

http://oksta.org/events?fbclid=IwAR161q8kEUR1_h-g1wF2zwr_JtZhQzlXQlQiWwAnnZJLFRymWVA9XvEj7Sc
mailto:oklahomasta@gmail.com
https://www.worldwildlife.org/teaching-resources/toolkits/biodiversity-toolkit?utm_campaign=wild-classroom&utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=ad&fbclid=IwAR0g0TaNsBD5M_MT_2GCoMywkxe_QW7T1bxjdU2otbaf8-KROaBrFqYgggE


11 

 

This looks to be a beautiful poster.  It is an offer-

ing from The Cornell Lab of Ornithology.  When 

you go to the site to download your poster they 

ask for your email address and first and last 

name.  Click here to go to the website. 

After you have downloaded your poster, go to 

this You Tube site to see “Bird Cams: Best of 

2020.”  “...in this annual 

highlight reel [you will 

see beautiful scenes] 

include[ing the] Royal 

Albatross, Bermuda 

Petrel, Red-tailed Hawk, 

Barred Owl, Osprey, 

and White-tailed Tropicbird.”   
From Audubon.com 

The  

National Garden 

Bureau  

is announcing 2021 

as the  

Year of the Hyacinth. 

 

  History, cultivars, 

growing tips, and 6 

articles written by Na-

tional Garden Bureau 

members. 

For an enormous amount of 

information about 

all things hyacinth , click here. 

Lake Thunderbird Watershed Alliance 

“Created in 2020, the Lake Thun-

derbird Watershed Alliance is a 

coalition of local governments 

and stakeholders within the Lake 

Thunderbird watershed. The Alli-

ance seeks to promote environ-

mentally sustainable practices 

within the watershed through ed-

ucation, collaboration, and com-

munity involvement.”  

The quote from the website continues: 

“This page is intended to serve as a virtual Public 

Meeting to contribute in the development of an Inte-

grated Watershed Management Plan and Public Ed-

ucation and Outreach Materials to be distributed by 

the Alliance. We want to hear from YOU - our valued 

stakeholder within the watershed! As such, please 

feel free to browse through the content on this page, 

leave a comment on the interactive map, and com-

plete the survey … [click on the URL above]. Thank 

you for your interest in a healthy Lake Thunderbird 

watershed!” 

https://dl.allaboutbirds.org/hummingbird-download-0?utm_source=Cornell+Lab+eNews&utm_campaign=ecf6977202-Cornell-Lab-eNews-March-2021&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_47588b5758-ecf6977202-312750781
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BfyAUGzBSrE
https://ngb.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6b87cbdbca7a158540d881d9e&id=2ac70b8eb6&e=446bb0a493
https://ngb.org/year-of-the-hyacinth/
https://lake-thunderbird-watershed-alliance-guernsey.hub.arcgis.com/
https://lake-thunderbird-watershed-alliance-guernsey.hub.arcgis.com/
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For more information about categories and 

how to enter, click here! 

From the Paul, Tom and Michelle 

     (and Rosie and Coco the Spaniels): 

“The launch of the awards is like the start 

of the year for us...so let's celebrate new 

beginnings! ...  

At Comedy Wildlife we are also starting 

new and fresh things; the most important 

of which is our new Conservation Strategy. 

... We have loved our partnership with the 

Born Free Foundation and they have been 

awesome people to work with and we have 

been so chuffed to be able to support them 

over the years. But like all things, we are 

evolving. ...  

We are now going to be supporting One 

Species A Year. We will find a small, grass 

roots organisation who is doing their best 

to help protect the environment and the 

wildlife and in addition to 10% of our net 

revenue, we are going to try and give them 

as big a global push as we can. So you, my 

friend, pay attention as I 

would like to introduce 

you to the Gunung 

Palung Orang-

utan Conservation Pro-

gram, yes, we are sup-

porting Orangutans this year. If you want to 

know how to pronounce orangutan then go 

to our social media and have a listen there. 

It's not as you would expect!” 

Deadline for Entries 

June 30, 2021 

To see all the 
You Tube videos 

of the 
March Mammal Madness 

2021, click here! 

Just the highlights! 
In reverse order: 
 
Rodent Recap -- 
2021 MMM -- 
Championship! 
Click here! 
 
Rodent Recap -- 
Final Roar! 
Click here! 

You can also access the Twitter Play-by-

Plays and the Wakelet Play-by-Plays here!  

These contain the full scientific details for 

each battle that are archived for you.  See 

Page 13 for the Final Brackets! 

Moth Night 

MONDAY, APRIL 19, 2021 AT 8 PM CDT 

Saxon Park, Norman 

 
BioBlitz! OK moth expert Zach DuFran will be set-
ting up lights pointed at white sheets near the 
parking lot of Saxon Park. Come and see what 
moths and other insects come to the lights. Ex-
perts will be in attendance to help identify. Feel 
free to bring a flashlight and a camera. Everyone 
should wear a mask. Moth season is in full swing 
and you never know what we will see. Maybe a 
Luna Moth, or one of Oklahoma's other large silk 
moths, will show up! 
FACEBOOK EVENT 

https://www.comedywildlifephoto.com/
https://libguides.asu.edu/MarchMammalMadness/2021MMMresults
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sbe8BLNDACw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iC7GFhjgJcw
https://libguides.asu.edu/MarchMammalMadness/2021MMMresults
https://biosurvey.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0c4c18614b61aa4c4894917e2&id=52094c1e95&e=ae424ebf8a
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Become a member! 
There is always 
a lot going on. 

  
www.oknativeplants.org/ The staff at the Noble Research Institute are 

looking forward, optimistically, to set the date 
for the Oklahoma Envirothon for May 7, 2021. 
 

The National Conservation Foundation’s Envi-
rothon Competition will be held at the end of 
July with the topic:  Water Resource Manage-
ment: Local Control and Local Solutions.  
Teams will be expected to present on this topic 
at the Oklahoma Envirothon Competition. 
 

Gather your teams and 
Research! Study! And Practice! 

Save the Date:  

5/7/2021 

2021 Wonders of Wildflowers Weekend 
Watch for 2021 plans. 

WOW! the 2021 Wonders of Wildflowers will take 
place at the 

Selman Living Lab, May 14-16, 2021.  
The maximum online registration has been reached 

for this event.  Please contact 
Joe Roberts at joeroberts13@cox.net 

for more registration possibilities. 

Rescheduling Doug Tallamy 
for a date in 2021 is in the works. 

ONPS is still planning on co-sponsoring the native 
gardening author Doug Tallamy in 2021 with two 
presentations in OK!  Until then check out the vid-
eo of him speaking about this new book 

 "Nature's Best Hope." 
Click on the URL above for access 

 to the video archive. 

Answer to: 
Quiz! Quiz! Quiz! 

 

Oblique-lined Tiger Beetle  

Kingdom:  Animalia 

   Phylum:  Mandibulata 

        Class:  Insecta 

             Order:  Coleoptera 

                  Family:  Cicindelidae 

                       Genus:  Cicindela 

                            Species:  tranquebarica kirbyi 

From the Montana Field Guide 

Of the 2000 species of tiger beetles in the world, 100 

of them are in North America.  Many are used for 

research purposes as models for such topics as 

thermoregulation, predator-prey interactions, bioge-

ography, and physiology.  As predators, they are fast 

in catching other insects, caterpillars, and even small 

terrestrial crustaceans.  To read the comprehensive 

article from Texas A&M University from which this 

information originated, click here.  

See the Spring Gaillardia for additional details for these 
field trips. 
April 24, 10am - Field Trip 

to J. T. Nickel, Nature Conservancy Preserve 
meet at the Preserve parking lot at 10:00 A.M.  

  
May 15-16, 2021 - Audubon Backyard Habitat Tour 

 in the Tulsa area 

“Cross-Timbers is working on the details of the 2021 An-
nual Meeting. We are going on the assumption that it will 
be possible to meet in person by September, with proper 
precautions in place. The meeting will be held in the 
Stillwater area with a field trip to St. Francis in the Woods 
near Coyle. We are still looking for a space large enough 
to hold the membership meeting and dinner on Saturday 
evening. In the meantime, we are asking everyone to hold 
the September 24-26 weekend open for our meeting …”  

https://www.oknativeplants.org/
https://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/galveston/beneficials/beneficial-33_tiger_beetles.htm
https://www.oknativeplants.org/gaillardia.html
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(Continued on Page 16) 

From The Earthteller, 

Fran Stallings 

 

 

 There was once a rabbit 
who looked across a broad swamp 
and saw an island where many rab-
bits were romping and playing hap-
pily. Rabbit wanted to join them 
but couldn't swim. Besides, the 
swamp was home to many hungry-
looking alligators! 

 Rabbit came up with a 
tricky plan. He went down to the 
edge of the water and called to the 
nearest alligator, “Hey! How many 
alligators live in this swamp?” 

 Alligator was puzzled. “How many? Why do you want to know?” 

 Rabbit replied, “I'll bet there are more rabbits in my family than alligators in yours! We are the most 
numerous animals in the swamp!” 

 “I don't think so!” said Alligator, who didn't want to admit that she didn't know how to count. Alliga-
tors, you know, originated so long ago that nobody had invented numbers yet. “We got lots, lots, lots of alli-
gators.” 

 “Not as many as us rabbits! Nyah nyah, nyah nyah,” Rabbit teased. 

 Sure enough, Alligator got angry. “We got as many alligators as you got rabbits!” 

 “Prove it!” challenged Rabbit. “Get all the alligators lined up between here and that island, and I'll 
count you!” 
 “Yeah, sure,” agreed Alligator, glad to let someone else do the counting. So she swam around the 
swamp gathering all her relatives, and lined them up from where Rabbit waited to the island in the middle of 
the swamp. “There, we're ready!” 

 So Rabbit jumped from the back of one alligator to the back of the next, counting as he went. “One, 
two, three, fifteen, ninety-five, twelve...” You see, Rabbit couldn't count very well himself. But the alligators 
didn't know the difference. 

 Finally Rabbit was almost all the way across. “Seven, leventy-leven..” Rabbit called out. And as he 
reached the last one, he shouted, “Fooled you! Fooled you! I just wanted a bridge to the island!” 

 But that last alligator had fast reflexes. She reached up and CHOMP! bit off a chunk of Rabbit's fur.  

 “Yow!” screeched Rabbit, and dashed into the bushes. 

 The other rabbits took care of him, and his skin healed. But he never tried counting alligators again. 
And you won't see alligators lining up to make a bridge across a swamp.  

 But they still haven't learned how to count. 

Alligators in Oklahoma?!?!? 
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(Continued from Page 15) 

Alligators in Oklahoma?!?!? 

 We may think of alligators in tropical places, but the southeast corner of our state is warm and wet 
enough to harbor a few. Most of them live in the swamps of the Red Slough Wildlife Management Area near 
Idabel, OK, in McCurtain County.  

 After spending a chilly winter buried in hibernation chambers, or lurking under a skim of ice with just 
their nostrils peeking out, they emerge in spring to bask in the sun and hunt fish, rodents, snakes, and turtles.  

 In summer, mother alligators lay their 
eggs in nests built from sticks, leaves, and mud 
on a mound of earth above water. Temperature is 
important: if the eggs incubate below 85°F, the 
hatchlings will be female; above 91°F, male; be-
tween, a mix of sexes. In September when the 
eggs hatch, Mama Gator hears her babies calling 
and digs them out. She continues to guard them 
until they're a year or two old. 

 The babies eat frogs, worms, and crickets 
until they're big enough to catch larger prey. By 
the next summer, 2 foot long yearlings can catch 
mice or baby rabbits. But I don't think a rabbit 
could really trick them into lining up to be 
counted, serving as a bridge from one island to 
another in Red Slough! 

 Alligators use their teeth to hold and dis-
able prey, not to chew: they swallow everything 
whole. They can see and hear even when almost 
completely under water, because their eyes and 
ears are on top of their heads. When they duck completely under, special flaps keep swamp water out of their 
eyes and ears. Although they seem ungainly on land, they can sprint up to 20mph. In the water, they are strong, 
graceful swimmers. They have remained almost unchanged for 65 million years, descended from dinosaurs 
back in the Triassic era.  

 Every now and then the news reports sightings of an alligator in other parts of Oklahoma, lurking in a 
pond or park. Game wardens suggest these are most likely pets purchased as cute little babies, that were turned 
out when they got too big to handle – or to feed... 

 [Note: Alligators are protected in Oklahoma. Killing them is illegal.} 
 

Folktale source:  

My tale of “Rabbit Tricks the Alligators” was inspired by an ancient Japanese leg-
end, “The Hare of Inaba,” in which a hare tricks sharks into lining up. This story 
appears in the Kojiki ("Records of Ancient Matters"), a collection of Japanese 
myths, legends, and semi-historical accounts recorded in the early 8th century. 
Similar myths about Rabbit come from Java, India, and Sri Lanka. I took the liber-
ty of replacing Hare with Rabbit, and sharks with alligators. 
 

Fact sources: 
 
http://www.wildlifedepartment.com/wildlifemgmt/species/alligator.htm 
 
https://www.britannica.com/story/whats-the-difference-between-alligators-and-
crocodiles  

(For even more information see Page    ) 

Alligator nest at Red Slough WMA, summer 2005 (Photo 

by W. David Arbour).  From “ First Confirmed Record of 

American Alligator Nesting in Oklahoma.”  W. David Ar-

bour and Robert Bastarache. Proceedings of the Oklaho-

ma Academy of Science, 2006.  To read the entire article, 

click here. 

http://www.wildlifedepartment.com/wildlifemgmt/species/alligator.htm
https://www.britannica.com/story/whats-the-difference-between-alligators-and-crocodiles
https://www.britannica.com/story/whats-the-difference-between-alligators-and-crocodiles
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fsm9_039502.pdf
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 Not an Endorsement , but ... 

“Today [date un-

known] was the 

dedication of a 

new wetland in 

Eufaula, made 

possible by the 

germ of an idea developed at the OCLWA meet-

ing about 5 years ago. Of course, lots of hard 

work by Team Up to Clean Up and with funding 

from OWRB and partnerships and funding from 

many others, was necessary to complete the 

project, but water quality in lake Eufaula should 

be a little bit better and people in the Eufaula 

area have a wetland to enjoy and learn from. 

Thankful to be a small part of the effort!”  

From Really cool! 

You must go 
to the web-
site to be 
able to hear 
the bird 
sounds.  Click 
here to go 
there! 

Illustrations 
courtesy of 
Bill Reynolds.  
All recordings 
courtesy of 
The Cornell 
Lab of Orni-
thology.  All 
About Birds. 

We just 
wanted 
you to 
know: 

Editor’s Note:  If you see interesting items, 
such as the one below, please send it to us at 

Environmentor@okcu.edu. 

From Live Science 
“Alligators in Oklahoma turn into “popsicles” sticking 

out of the frozen water” 
by Laura Geggel - Editor      February 27, 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To read the rest of the article,. click here. 

More About 

Alligators in Oklahoma ?!?!? 

A couple of articles were written after the recent cold 

snap in Oklahoma. 

From the Daily Oklahoman 
“How Oklahoma’s alligators snorkel in ice to survive 

cold snap: The gators are ‘aware of things’” 
by Ed Godfrey                        February 21, 2021 

Photo by David Arbor 

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mcvmagazine/bird_songs_interactive/index.html
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/?pid=1189
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/?pid=1189
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/?pid=1189
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/?pid=1189
mailto:Environmentor@okcu.edu
https://www.livescience.com/snorkeling-alligators-oklahoma.html
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10301 South Sunnylane Road 

405-814-0006 

http://

www.museumofosteology.org/ 

Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Saturday 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Sunday 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.  

On February 23, 2013 The EnvironMentor 

dipped a toe into social media.  We made 

this decision because, at this time, there 

are two to three months between issues of 

the Newsletter.  During this past gap an im-

portant event had an application deadline of 

April 1st so an announcement went out 

from Facebook.  We won’t bother you with 

anything trivial, so … 

“Like” The Environmentor on 

Facebook!!  

QUIKList Oklahoma 
 

Leopold Education Project 

http://www.aldoleopold.org/Programs/
lep.shtml 

Type in Oklahoma 
 

Oklahoma Blue Thumb 

http://bluethumbok.com/  
 

Oklahoma Blue Thumb Association 

ok.bluethumb.association@gmail.com 
 

Oklahoma Envirothon 

http://www.oklaenvirothon.org/ 

 

Oklahoma Green Schools 

http://www.okgreenschools.org/  
 

Oklahoma Master Naturalists 

https://okmasternaturalist.wixsite.com/website  
 

Oklahoma Native Plant Society 

http://oknativeplants.org/ 

  

Oklahoma Recycling Association (OKRA) 

http://www.recycleok.org/okra/  

As with all hyperlinks in The EnvironMentor 

Newsletter, these are clickable. 

 

Do you know an environmental group in Okla-

homa that should be listed.  Send that infor-

mation to:  

environmentor@okcu.edu 

Project Learning Tree (PLT) 

http://www.plt.org/  

http://www.forestry.ok.gov/project-learning-tree  
 

Project WET 

 (Water Education for Teachers) 

http://www.bluethumbok.com/project-wet.html 

  
 

Project WILD 

http://www.projectwild.org/  

http://www.museumofosteology.org/
http://www.museumofosteology.org/
http://www.aldoleopold.org/Programs/lep.shtml
http://www.aldoleopold.org/Programs/lep.shtml
http://bluethumbok.com/
mailto:ok.bluethumb.associaton@gmail.com
http://www.oklaenvirothon.org/
http://www.okgreenschools.org/
https://okmasternaturalist.wixsite.com/website
http://oknativeplants.org/
http://www.recycleok.org/okra/
mailto:environmentor@okcu.edu
http://www.plt.org/
http://www.forestry.ok.gov/project-learning-tree
http://www.bluethumbok.com/project-wet.html
http://www.projectwild.org/
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To go directly to The Calendar click on: 

http://www.okcu.edu/environmentor 

Most people who remember The EnvironMentor Newsletter know that the pages at the end of the issue 

were reserved for The Calendar.  Being online has some great advantages.  When you downloaded your 

copy of the newsletter you may have noticed the box on the right side of the webpage.  This is a conven-

ient listing of the next events from The Calendar.  This will always be up-to-date because it happens au-

tomatically.  For more information on the event just click on it and a window will open up with all the de-

tails.  If you wish, you can access the rest of the calendar from the there. 

To have your event posted to The Calendar, copy and paste the following list into an email, fill 

in as much information as you wish, and send it to:  Environmentor@okcu.edu 

 

Title of your event: 

Start Date and Time 

End Date and Time 

Location 

Location Address 

Contact Name 

Contact Phone 

Contact Email 

Details in Narrative Form 

Location Link 

Event Link 

Map Link 

 

Please note:  We are not able to publish for-profit information. 

http://www.okcu.edu/environmentor
mailto:environmentor@okcu.edu

