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Oklahoma is gifted with a variety of extraordi-
nary water resources. One step state lawmakers have 
taken to preserve these resources was the passing of 
the Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Act in 1970. The 
state act followed the 1968 National Wild and Sce-
nic Rivers Act, a piece of legislation which provid-
ed a safeguard for certain bodies of water.  

The state Scenic Rivers Act defines 
“scenic” rivers as free-flowing waters which 
“possess unique natural scenic beauty, water con-
servation, fish, wildlife and outdoor recreational 
values of present and future benefit” to citizens 
throughout Oklahoma. Such waters hold outstanding 
economic, aesthetic, and cultural value. The statutes of the Scenic Rivers Act seek to preserve the beneficial qualities 
of these precious resources. 

There are currently six designated “scenic” water resources in Oklahoma: the Illinois River, Barren (Baron) 
Fork, Upper Mountain Fork, Flint Creek, Lee Creek, and Little Lee Creek.  

Each of these rivers and streams offer a variety of benefits to the state and its citizens.  
How did these water resources come to be designated “scenic” waters? The initial Scenic Rivers Act included 

the Illinois River, Barren Fork, Upper Mountain Fork, and Flint Creek. The features of Lee and Little Lee Creek brought 
them to the attention of Oklahoma legislatures and under the protection of the Scenic Rivers Act.  

The process to designate a new scenic area is a collective political effort between communities, the Oklahoma 
Scenic Rivers Commission, the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department, and the Oklahoma legislature. The 
final decision of whether or not an area can be included in the Scenic Rivers Act rests with state legislatures, but the 
journey to bring a new scenic area into consideration begins with the OSRC and OTRD. If it is found that there is a 
river or stream which has aesthetic, historic, and scientific features in need of the protection of the Scenic Rivers Act, 
the OSRC and OTRD must begin their campaign by reaching out to the communities surrounding the proposed scenic 
area. The agencies work with communities as they develop plans to preserve and promote water resources. After this 
process, the agencies bring their proposal to the legislature, who may or may not grant scenic designation, depending 
on the specific significance and needs of the area.  

Over the past decades, there have been attempts to designate more rivers and streams as scenic areas. In 
the 1980’s, a group formed to nominate the Spring River in Ottawa County for scenic designation, but the movement 
failed to gain traction from the legislature. The Spring Creek in Cherokee and Mayes counties was discussed for desig-
nation in the early 1990’s, but land owner opposition to the project halted further consideration. The next attempt to 
add another area to the Scenic Rivers Act came in 1995, when Senator Carol Martin proposed bringing Beaver Creek 
under the act. The proposal made it to the legislature but did not pass in the senate committee. The last river consid-
ered for scenic designation was the Blue River in Johnston and Pontotoc counties. After community hearings were 
conducted, legislation was formed, but did not pass in the state House of Representatives. Currently, there are no are-
as being considered for scenic designation.  

Though past efforts to designate new scenic areas have been unsuccessful, increasing interest in the preser-
vation of Oklahoma’s water resources could lead to the addition of new rivers and streams to the Scenic Rivers Act.  

From Cassandra Carter, Education Outreach, Oklahoma Scenic Rivers Commission 
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Not an Endorsement ... 

In this new column The EnvironMentor will list some websites that 

have caught the attention of our readers and/or editor.  Those of-

fering these websites and the editorial staff are in no way endors-

ing them, but feel they may be worth a closer look.  Here is this 

issues contribution: 

 

http://www.childrenandnature.org/ 

Connected to Richard Louv of Last 

Child in the Woods fame, it offers 

pages and pages of activities, actions, 

and initiatives. 

Macro Quiz! 

Find the answer to the quiz on Page 7. 
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The 2013 EE Expo theme is “Environmental Education and the Arts”. Environmental education sometimes focuses too 
much attention on fixing environmental problems rather than encouraging environmental appreciation.  As Baba Dioum 
(1968), a Sengali environmentalist, noted in a general assembly speech before the International Union for Conservation 
of Nature, 

“In the end we will conserve only what we love. 
We will love only what we understand.  We will understand only what we are taught.” 

What better way to teach our students to understand and love the Earth than by sharing the joy of nature.  And one of 
the best ways to do that is to teach environmental concepts and issues through the Arts — visual and performing! 

Throughout history, the environment has been a powerful source of inspiration for visual and performance 
artists.  From the prehistoric cave paintings at Lascaux, France to Grofe’s Grand Canyon Suite, to a modern-day Kinder-
gartner’s drawing of lollipop flowers beneath a puff-clouded sky — nature has long found expression in sounds, shapes, 
textures and colors.  The Arts can inspire environmental awareness and appreciation, too.  Consider America the Beau-
tiful, Vivaldi’s Four Seasons symphony, an intricate sculpture, or a simple sketch.  All focus attention on the natural en-
vironment and inspire us to nurture and care for planet Earth. 

You can make the Arts part of your environmental education efforts in many ways.  Join us at the 2013 Oklahoma Envi-
ronmental Education Expo for a day filled with the Arts including performances by the Banana Slug String Band and 
concurrent sessions focused on teaching environmental education through the Arts. 



2013 Oklahoma Environmental Education Expo  
Call for Proposals 

 

Please contact Suzanne Spradling (sshawsprad@cox.net) and/or Norma Neely 
(nneely@ou.edu) with questions about the Call for Proposals. The deadline for Proposal sub-
missions is October 15, 2012. 

http://oklahomaenvironmentaleducationexpo.com/

event-info-2/session-proposals/ 

 
Have your students started a recycling program?           

Do you have a student garden? 
Have your students recommended energy savings to the administration? 

Are your students monitoring the CO2 levels and lighting in your classroom? 

This is a call for exhibits presenting the work and innova-
tions performed by your students in the areas of inside and 

outside environmental sustainability at your school. 

At the Oklahoma City Zoo Conservation Education Center 
February 1, 2013 

Your representative team:  One responsible adult and at most three students 

Arrive by 11:00 AM and your team will be finished by 1:00 PM. 

Lunch and a table for your exhibit will be provided. 

See Application Below 

This is not a competition.  Please see the selection criteria below. 
 Selection Criteria: 
   Representatives from the many ecoregions in Oklahoma 
   A variety of issues addressed and/or parts of the environment serviced 
   A project that can be reproduced in other parts of Oklahoma 

The Environmental Education Expo: 

      Student ShareFair 

http://oklahomaenvironmentaleducationexpo.com/

event-info-2/session-proposals/ 
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School Name: 

 

School Address: 

 

Name of responsible adult: 

 

Contact e-mail: 

 

Contact phone: 

 

Names of student (limit three): 

 

Exhibit Title: 

 

No more than a 250-word description 

 

You may submit one photograph as an attachment. 

 

If you have questions, please contact Beth Landon at environmentor@okcu.edu. 

You may copy and paste this page 
 to submit your application electronically to environmentor@okcu.edu.   

 

Application Deadline: December 1, 2012 
You will be notified of the committee’s decision 

during the week of January 7, 2013. 

The Environmental Education Expo: 

Student ShareFair 
Exhibitor Application 
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The Environmental Science 

Class of Putnam City West 

High School Adopts Mustang 

Creek 

Dakota Kidwell, Junior (pictured on the 

right), and John Spangler-Day, Senior (not 

pictured), join Terry White, Putnam City 

West High School teacher of Environmental 

Science and AP Anatomy and Physiology, 

as volunteer monitors for Blue Thumb.  The 

Environmental Science Class at PC West 

has adopted Mustang Creek.  They will 

chemically monitor the creek monthly, check 

the macroinvertebrates twice a year, and 

assess the fish every five years.  These vol-

unteers filled two garbage bags with trash 

picked up around the creek on that fall-like 

Saturday morning.  

Blue Thumb volunteer Karen Chapman 

(right) and Blue Thumb staffer Kim Shaw 

(left) are using a kicknet in the riffle of 

Bluff Creek to collect summer macroinver-

tebrates.  Bluff Creek runs north out of 

Oklahoma City, passing to the east of 

Martin Park Nature Center, to meet Deer 

Creek and flow into the Cimarron River.  

This creek has been continuously moni-

tored by Blue Thumb for over a decade. 

Bugs! 

Blue Thumb volunteers collect insects on their 

adopted creeks twice each year, once in January for 

winter bugs and once in July for summer bugs. 

Answer to the Macro Quiz!:  Caddisfly larva 

Terry White (left in the yellow shirt), Dakota (right in the 

OU hat) are working together to prepare the Dissolved 

Oxygen test for transport.  In the lab at the high school, 

where they finished the test, they found that, because the 

water was not moving very much, the dissolved oxygen 

level in the water was low as well.  





 Have you ever thought about all the water in the world and 

where it comes from? All the Water in the World by George Ella Lyon 

and Katherine Tillotson illustrates the importance of conserving water in 

a simple and creative way. This book allows children to make a mean-

ingful connection to water and how it is important to their lives. 

Through its illustrations of color and texture and its alliterations that 

flow like poetry, kids are easily drawn in and entertained. Throughout 

the book the authors ask questions that cause students to critically think 

about the water cycle. If you are looking for a resource to introduce the 

water cycle, a book that causes your children to appreciate the natural 

resources we have, and inspires them to go green, All the Water in the 

World is the book for you!  

Heather Habekott 

Oklahoma City University Elementary Education Major  
Clara Luper Scholar 

 Water: The Epic Struggle 

for Wealth, Power, and Civilization 

 by Steven Solomon 

 

Bill McKibben, Linda Lear, Daniel Yergin, and 

Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. urge people to read this 

book …  

 

Sarah Markham  says ... 

Water: A Weighty Subject 

 

I learned a lot.  There is no doubt about that.  How-

ever, I am relying on the people mentioned to the 

left to assure me of the accuracy of the historical 

information.  And yes, there is quite a bit of history, 

most of the book in fact, about places and events 

with which we are all familiar, but there are also 

details about, say, the Cistercians or The Great 

Stink (you can probably guess their connection 

with water).  With each culture Solomon poses the 

dilemma and relates how, “provision and control of 

sufficient water has conferred political legitimacy in 

all forms of human society.”  (p. 18)  Toward the 

end, the author conducts an inventory of, not only 

the fresh accessible water in the world, but also 

the pools that require machinery to extricate.  Solo-

mon also discusses desalinization and other high 

tech solutions.  Although this is not a hard book to 

read, it is weighty at over 500 pages and several 

times I was left feeling as if we have waited too 

long to act.  I much prefer the feeling that we are 

acting just in time.  On a scale of 1-10, my vote is 

an 8. 

Green Words for All Ages 
Please welcome our guest reviewers. 



To go directly to The Calendar click on: 

http://www2.okcu.edu/environmentor 
 

 
 

The Calendar 

Most people who remember The EnvironMentor Newsletter know that the pages at the end of the issue 

were reserved for The Calendar.  Being online has some great advantages.  When you downloaded your 

copy of the newsletter you may have noticed the box on the right side of the webpage.  This is a conven-

ient listing of the next events from The Calendar.  This will always be up-to-date because it happens au-

tomatically.  For more information on the event just click on it and a window will open up with all the de-

tails.  If you wish, you can access the rest of the calendar from the there. 

To have your event posted to The Calendar, copy and paste the following list into an email, fill 

in as much information as you wish, and send it to:  Environmentor@okcu.edu 

 

Title of your event: 

Start Date and Time 

End Date and Time 

Location 

Location Address 

Contact Name 

Contact Phone 

Contact Email 

Details in Narrative Form 

Location Link 

Event Link 

Map Link 

 

Please note:  We are not able to publish for-profit information. 
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